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Doughboys Camp in Silent
City Peopled Only By
Soldiers

AMERICANS HOLD CITADEL

Walls Will Rise Again When
Tourists Walk Where Poilus
and Yanks Swap Tobaceo

So common are blasied villuges on the
Western front that a traveler passing
ihrough Verdun today would pay liule

- atteniion to the shattered buildings and
ragged walls of that onee gay and pros-
~perous city.

Verdun—the city that was like a mag-
ne! 1o the German armies for nearly
four years, bul in which the cnemy
never sel foot—stands today silent and
fonels Its only inhabitants are a few
French soldiers and a unit of American

s which heiped {o launch the
esstul attnck east of the Moselle
week. There is not a civilian with-
its walls, although German shells
od 10 whistle and sh upon iis
paitered archilociure several days ago
when the Boches sent over a few seai-

tering Tarewell shots before hauling
their tillery back 10 safer positions,
Within the past few weeks various

American units have camped overnight
in the city, either going to or {rom the
lines. oneer vnits have cleaned the
streets of their debris in orderto enable
the lumbering camions o pass forward
with their loads of ammunition and lood.
So well has this work been caryied out
o through the city streets
distinguish them from the
gireets of any French city far back of
the lines exeept Jor the boarded-up
windows and the ugly holes made in
the walls where shells have penctratoed.

Grass Along Sidewalk

T.etter boxes, where the posimun onee
made his da rounds, have long since
been caten by rust, Some have
the ground, others have -been pierced
by shell rragments.

Sireets that have not been used by
military wraffic have long lost their
marks of usage. Grass has grown up
between the cobblestones and along the
sidewal The bureau de postes, whieh
has 1 ed muny a shell during the
puast four ¥ 5, would hardly be r
nized by its former patro

In jfront of one of the
That are still intaet save {or
roof, & French poilu stood lasi
and gazed upon the neighboring ruins,
Quoxnnned by a Yankee comrade, he
“said that he was home on permission.
Hiy face wrinkled with a hard smile as
he spoke.

“Four years ago,” he said,

T left my

father and mother here and went to
war. Now I return here for the first

time since I departed, and find this.

The Lonely Citadel

Verdun's (:.l:ld(‘l w the passerby,
like a curi shop in a Latin vm'u,e
It stands o itself on the hill, as lonely
as Verdun itself. [i is now being used
as & Yankee headquarters, and Yankee
dispaieh bearers, with roaring motor-
eycles ride in and out of 8 gates at all
hours of the day and night. Occasion-
ally, within the past week, batches of
German prisoners have pussed ii and
out of the gates,

The ancient guns ihat once spoke
from concealed positions in delense of
the c¢ity have since been returned to
their old positions in the eitadel. They
were (0o ancient to follow up the re-
trealing Tuns, as did the other and
more modern pieces of like caliber.

In fronl of the city, toward the Ger-
man lines, horses now feed over shell
pitted fields. Grass is growing green in
the shell holes, and when spring comes
again blood-red poppies and sun flowers
will grow where, for four years, no liv-
ing thing could exist,

Within sight of the cily, marked by
zig-zugging rows of {renches and twisted
barbed wire, is what was once the front
line and No Man’s Land. But now
American soldiers going to or from
the lines pass over the old batte
ground knowing that only a chance
shot from a long range German gun
eould cause any immediate danger.

Verdun is only sleeping after four
years of hardships. In the days {0 come
the carpenier’s hammer will awaken the
stilled eity and roek masons will spill
their plaster on ihe sldewalks below as
the shattered buildings are rebuilt.

And iIn the years ahead many an
Ameriean will tell the story of how he,
with his regiment, camped over night
in ihe e¢ity when Verdun was nothing
but & rock pile, and how the American
doughboys and French pollus swapped
tobaceo on the street corners and Ht
thelr cigaretles in a secluded spot
where the mateh glow could not be
seen by enemy aviators.

fallen fo -

On October 15, in the midst of the ad-
vance bevomd Romagne in Argonne, #
pigeon arrived breathless at one corps
headquarters with the news that the
infaptry was holding the line at Nan-
tiHois, a point several kilometers be-
hind that from which Lhe new advance
1 been launched. Thete was some
powildered and anxious telephoning be-
{fore any one noticed that the date of
the message was Qctober 6. The bird
had been AWOIL for nipe days.

“I was just coming down ihal hm.".
narrated the M.P., “not having had a;
thing to eat in two days, being so busy
bringing back Heinies, when 1-sniffed
hot cakes a-brewing at tiie boitom of it.
Going around a clump of bushes, I
lookednt the place ihe smell was coming
from and there, sure epough, was a real
kitchen, smoking up to beat all get-out.

“You can be sure ! stepped along,
But before 1 stepped very far—Dblooey!
A shell landed square on that kitchen,
blew the stove and the cook and all 1o
smithereens, and scattered torn-up hot
cakes all over the map of the salient,*

“T went in and asked 10 be taken off
M.P. duty. After ibat, I dida't duare

i myself le.ldmg droves of Hmmvs
back, and me with a loaded gun!

The men at the front die many times.
Take the young Artillery liaison officer
from Topeka who had just left the dug-
out telephone where he had been alk
ing for three hours and had not gone
8 dozen yards when the wman who fol-
lowed him at the mouthpiece wus killed
by a shell, Then another shell droppeéd
if. outside the trench slong which he
was making his way.

He heard it cowing. He tried to far-
ten himself like cigareite paper against
the trench wall. He could smell the
powder, feel the heat againsi his face,
see the fiash before he heard the report
of the explosion which buried him under
an avalanche of dirt. A moment later
and he could hear his friend calling out
from 15 feet ahead.

"Are you all right, old man’"

“I think I'm dead,” he replied.

Afterwards, he rezlized that it must
have sounded strange. Dut at 1he time.
he had meant it. He really thought
he was.

One Infantry sergeant, badly wounded
in action in Argonue, did not really
come to til he woke one morning in a
. Showy bed in oa dis i hospiwl. The
‘nurse, a benevolent vision, was bending
him.
you feeling better,
son?" she asked.

He thought that over lor a while and
then decided the voice was not part of

Lieui. John-

the strange  dream that had been
haunting him.,
“You've got me wrong, miss,” he

said, “T'm Sergeani Johnson.”

“Oh, no, yow're not,” said the nurse,
“yout were promoted while you were
asleep.”

A batch of 280 German prisoners filed
dowan a hill north of Verdun. At their
head marched a German captain. He
halted the line at 4 evossroads and asked
an Awmeriean M.P. which was the short
est way to divisional headquarters.

The Americans fighting on Lhe British
front. advanced so rapidly to the little
viver Selle that the headguarters be-
hind them had a sight of work to do

.scenery left therecabouts,

which is at least not quite so feminine.
Sometimes, never having experienced
the delights of a minstrel show, he dis-
torts it into Sambo.
You may not Jike ii,
the heart (o tell him so. e uses it in
utter friendliness, and as a mark of
friendliness the Yank receives it

but you haven't

There are a few tolerably intact
houses in the Somune region, but there
ought 1o be a reward for anyone who
can locale a whole window pane. The
windows in a division C.0. office, if
the room is"forlunaie enough lo have
a whole sash left, will probably be cov-
ered with oiled paper, which leig in the
light, bat keeps out the cold and the
scenery. Anyway, there is not much

Shortly. afier it had been rumored
through the American lines that Ger-
mzm_\- had made a bid for an armistice.
an eavesdropper near a ceriain field
kitehen norih of Verdun oitld have,

heurd three K.PJs of a ceptain dough-)
boy regiment discussing  the pcace|
question.

Darkness had scitled down and hid |
the kitchen in its wiready mmmuhx"mli
position in the edge of u forest. There|
were no lights other than the vaing ;;lowi
of a few live embers nom ithe supper:
fire. Two of the K.PUs, bending ove
a4 wash 1ub, were peeling polatoes,
‘while & third scrubbed away on the
bluckened pots and pans.
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doin’ this when peace tomvs zaid one
of the doughbors.

“Huh! What
earn a Hving?"
ing-the pans,

“Oh, dont you worry about Smithy.”
said the third K.P. “His old man's
got enough jack 1o buy the Brooklyn
brewery. 1 know Smithy all right; he's;
pretty well fixed.”

“Yes, and that ain't all,” said Smithy.
“1 sot a wife, too. [ can jusl see her
comin’ down the path to meet me.” He
threw down the half peeled potato and
brought forth a well pre
graph. “This,” he said,
do you kpow that in a letter the other
day she said, "When the war's over—'"

“Come on iliere! Get busy on them
spuds! Remember we got a bunch of
)mngr.v mwen t0 feed in the morning

goin’ lo be Ii"mmp; all
e ¥ou think vou're at, d.n\'“
The mess sergeant’s
P\er\thmg but {riend}

se would you do to
reforted-the one wish-

A Yank entered a certain divisiona

Tt “soemps that Americans look
upon Holoproof Hosiery as a pur-
posaful factor in Ameérica’s eco-
nomic program, (Aml it is)

For Holeproof embodies the fine
sttractions in fit and appcarance
that Americans want, snd’it siso
gives its millions of wearers a
gervice lasting for many months.

It 15 wastoiul to <p€nd you
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roublesome 1o meud them
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in order to keep up.

had difficully in swaying put. Prisoner
5 ack toward the end of the mine
ays’ attack, on” arriving at the cage,
complained with some justice of sore
feet.

Mr. Adrian, the man who invented
the barracks, ought to shake hands with
Mr, Nissen, the man who invented the
uut.

‘There are plenty of Mr. Adrian’s bar-
racks along the British front, but they
seem to be outvoted by Mr. Niessen’s’
huts. And the latter, as the Yanks in
those parts can tell youn, are not s0
wretehedly uncemfortable.

They are certainly more homelike
than a dugont in what used to be the
front line irench last spring~—and that
front line trench may be so far in the
rear now that, despite the silence of
the devastated Somme basin, you have
to strain your ears to hear the sound
of the guns.

This faet might be construed as like-
1y to give aid and comfort te the enemy,
but here it is, anyway. The Americans
with the British are fed on British ra.
tions, and British rations mean tea.

The other day a quantity of coflee
arrived in the mess shuck of one Amer-
jean unit, The report that seven army
corps had been detailed to stand guard
over that coffee is exaggerated, but
only slightly.

The Tommy is a fine scout,’individ-
ually and ecollectively; his M.P.'s, for
instance, are the soul of courtesy to a
brother soldfer, whatever his flag and
his uniform. But the Tommy has one
shortecoming in which, through ne lack
of ‘good will or politeness, he still per
sists. He calls the American solgier a
Sammy.

Even the well-stocked prisoners’ cage

j

Américan Expeditionary . Forces.

Sometimes he shortens It to Sam,

Sold by the leading Tobacconists and in all the Canteens,

1 suppose I'm the only one:
“domg his bit,” who doesnt.
share m the joy of rccexvmg,
letters “from the Front” or’
from Blighty.” You see, [ geki’
s0 many of ‘em through my:
hands. Why,bless vou, some.
times find myself censoring
the letters writtcnmmemsemes
One can learn a, lot from
letters, too, and between you '
and wesosse—w—— it was the
frequent mention of “Army
Club” that led mesmmmm——"tc
the discovery of that best
of all smokes. I may say
that all mentions and en.
closures of
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Later the soldier questioned the lieu-
fenant about the resemblance to
owner of the late lamented lne.

“Vell,
yeu
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no; 1

a lieulenant,
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was

tor
there the ratlier ponderous man.
wheo wore the uniformi of the U'nited
States Army and ihe bars of a firs! lieu
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I vas in der American A
Pershing ven Pershing vas a2 captain.
Pershing is a geperal now, and me--|
Maybe, someday.
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Gillette U.S.

Service Set
ACKETS of new Gillette Blades—each

- Blade wrapped in oiled paper enclosed in
sanitary envelope—bright, smooth, sharp.and clean
can be obtained at all dealers.in France, England,
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world.
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